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interests. It is militarism which is eating up all the
products of science and art, defeating the energy of the
population and wasting its savings. It is militarism
which forbids the people to give their attention to the
problems of their own welfare and to give their strength
to the education and comfort of their children. It is
militarism which is combating the grand efforts of science
and art to ameliorate the struggle for existence.
The American people believe that they have a free
country, and we are treated to grandiloquent speeches
about our flag and our reputation for freedom and
enlightenment. The common opinion is that we have
these things because we have chosen and adopted them,
because they are in the Declaration of Independence and
the Constitution. We suppose, therefore, that we are
sure to keep them and that the follies of other people
are things which we can hear about with complacency*
People say that this country is like no other; that its
prosperity proves its exceptionality, and so on. These
are popular errors which in time will meet with harsh
correction. The United States is in a protected situa-
tion. It is easy to have equality where land is abundant
and where the population is small. It is easy to have
prosperity where a few men have a great continent to
exploit. It is easy to have liberty when you have no
dangerous neighbors and when the struggle for existence
is easy. There are no severe penalties, under such cir-
cumstances, for political mistakes. Democracy is not
then a thing to be nursed and defended, as it is in an
old country like France. It is rooted and founded in
the economic circumstances of the country. The orators
and constitution-makers do not make democracy. They
are made by it. This protected position, however, is
sure to pass away. As the country fills up with popu-